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llQ--.^jg._ALDERHPJN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  TOTNES  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1958. 

As  I  was  not  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1958, 
the  report  has  been  written  with  the  help  of  information 
supplied  to  me  by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Elizabeth  Davies,  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr  J.W.  Smith. 

The  Birth  Rate  v/as  11.32,  a  fall  on  last  year’s  figure, 
and  the  Death  Rate  rose  to  11.86.  Whilst  the  Death  Rate  is 
very  similar  to  the  National  Rate,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  has  been  lower  than  the  National  Rate 
for  a  number  of  years. 

A  measles  epidemic  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  once 
again  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred.  Indeed,  from  the  health 
point  of  view,  1958  was  a  very  satisfactory  year. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  -  1  - 

Estimated  population  (mid-year)  •ooooooooooooooo*ooooooo»oo*  5>  p20 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


60090090000000000990000000009009 


1,858 


o  o  o  o  o  • 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  births  • » • • . . . . • . • • . . 21  males • „ . • . • 38  females 
Live  births  per  1, 000  population  .  •  •  •  o „  •  .  .  •  .  .  .  •  . .  • .  . .  .  .  .  • 

ot  ill  births  oeo^oooooaooooooooogooooooeoos^ooaagooogooo* 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 


Total  births  » 


f-OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


cooooooooQooooooooooooo»oooooooo«ooooo©oo«® 


Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  • 


oooooooooooo# 


Deaths  of  inf 


ants  under  4  weeks  • 


oo  oooooooooooooooooooooo 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 


oooooooooooooeooooooooooo# 


ooooooooooooo 


TOTAL 

59 

10  o  68 

NIL 

NIL 

59 

11.38 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 


Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  . « » . . . o 5  males  »  «  .  .  .  ,  •  5 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  . . ,  •  •  « •  •  . .  • »  .  •  »  .  . .  8.47^ 


Maternal  deaths  • 


0006900000000  O  0000090000000090 


Maternity  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
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DEATHS  ••••009900^000  40  males  •••ooooo  (SO  females  •oooooo* 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . • . • « •••••• • • •• . •• • 

Area  comparabili ty  factor  •••oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  . ,  .  •  •  . .  •  •  » •  •  .  .  . 


1 

17.9 

106 

19.13 

0*62 

11.86 


Classification  of  Deaths  is  as  follows: 


Male  Female 


Malignant  Neoplasm  of  lung,  bronchus  1  1 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  breast  0  1 
Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  0  1 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

Neoplasms  5  7 
Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia  1  0 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  7  11 
Coronary  disease,  Agina  11  9 
Other  heart  diseases  6  6 
Other  circulatory  diseases  2  3 
Pneumonia  0  2 
Bronchitis  1  3 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  0  2 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1  0 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0  1 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3  17 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1  0 
All  other  accidents  1  2 
Suicides  0  2 


Total 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 

18 

20 

12 

5 

2 

4 
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1 

20 

1 

3 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary  3 
Tuberculosis  -  Non-Pulmonary  3 
Measles  113 
Scarlet  Fever  2 


» 


Notifiable  Dis 


eases  (cent) 


A  measles  epidemic  occurred  in  November  and  December.  An 
unusual  feature  was  the  absence  of  Whooping  Gough.  There  were 
no  outbreaks  or  cases  of  food  poisoning.  It  is  also  pleasing  to 
note  that  there  were  again  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the 
Borough. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  as  the  majority  of  children 
had  been  fully  protected  against  poliomyelitis,  combined  antigens 
and  vaccines  were  again  used  on  a  large  scale. 

It  is  desirable  to  give  protection  against  whooping  cough  in 
the  first  few  months  of  life,  as  this  is  the  time  when  the  disease 
is  most  fatal.  Using  combined  vaccines  and  antigens,  seven 
injections  can  be  given  to  protect  a  child  against  five  diseases 
in  the  following  manner 

Aged  3  months  First  injection  to  give  protection  against 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Aged  4  months  Second  injection  to  give  protection  against 

V 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 


Aged  3  months 
Aged  6  months 

Aged  7  months 
Aged  10  months 

Aged  14  months 


Smallpox  vaccination. 

First  injection  to  protect  against 
Poliomyelitis. 

Second  Poliomyelitis  injection. 

Final  injection  to  give  protection  against 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Final  injection  to  protect  against 
Poliomyelitis. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Borough  Clinic  every 
fortnight.  Ante  natal  examinations  are  undertaken  by  General 
Practioners  and  Midwives.  Maternity  accommodation  is  provided 
at  Broombo rough  Hospital. 


NURSING 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliory  Midwifery  is  undertaken  by 
two  trained  nurses  who  are  certified  midwives.  These  nurses  are 
resident  in  the  Borough. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Totnes  and  District  Hospital. 

24  available  beds  including  5  cots  (acute  cases) 
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Hospital  Accommodation  cont <> 


Broombo rough  Hospital 

Bods  available  for  chronic  cases 
Beds  for  Part  3  National  Assistance 


135 


Maternity  Beds 
Maternity  Cots 


43 

13 

12 


HOME  HELPS 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  be  in  great  demand  during 
the  year. 

AMBULANCES 

The  Ambulance  Service  provides  2  Ambulances  and  the  drivers 
and  attendants  as  required. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

Pomeroy  House  provides  accommodation  for  16  residents  and 
caters  for  the  old  people  who  live  alone,  and  find  find 
difficulty  in  looking  after  themselves. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Bacteriological  tests  have  frequently  been  made  of  the 
Borough  water  supply  and  the  results,  as  usual,  have  been 
excellent.  The  supply  has  been  ample  and  no  restrictions  were 
placed  on  its  use  during  periods  of  drought. 

COLLECTION  ANP  DISPOSAL  OP  HOUSE  REEUSE 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  under 
review;  but  I  am  informed  by  the  Borough  Engineer  that  the 
Corporation  will,  within  twelve  months  or  so,  have  to  seek  a 
further  tip  as  that  existing  will  shortly  be  replete. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Public  Health  Committe  is,  I  understand,  considering  the 
possibility  of  rebuilding  and  modernising  the  Outfall  Works  and 
the  designs  will  embody  the  most  recent  practices.  It  is,  of 
course,  understood  that  this  portion  of  the  Dart  is  tidal  and  this 
will,  of  necessity,  govern  requirements. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Owing  to  modern  practices  there  has  been  little  call  for 
disinfection  of  premises  and  disinfestation  (lice,  fleas  and  bed 
bugs)  was  not  once  required. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

The  Rodent  Operator  has  been  employed  full-time  by  this 
authority,  the  Totnes  R.D.C.  and  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Buckfastleigh  and  Ashburton.  The  usual  records  have  been  sent  to 
the  Ministry  and  all  requisite  sewer  treatments  have  been 
effected. 
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MORTUARY 

During  the  past  year  the  use  of  the  Borough  Mortuary  was 
discontinued  for  some  months  and  "bodies  were  taken  to  various 
hospitals.  However,  in  August  this  practice  ceased  and  the 
Mortuary  was  again  brouglt  into  use. 

Twelve  "bodies  were  deposited  during  the  period  of  use,  six 
from  the  Borough  and  six  from  the  Totnes  R.D.O.  There  were  eight 
post  mortem  examinations. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

All  food  premises  were  inspected  and  all  were  generally 
satisfactory.  It  was  not  necessary  to  suspend  a  worker  through 
infectious  disease. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

These  have  "been  enforced  and  only  one  minor  contravention 
called  for  action  and  this  was  done  "by  informal  notice. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

These  have  "been  regularly  inspected  and  gave  no  cause  for 
comment,  although  action  against  fellmongers  was  taken  on  two 
occasions  whilst  hides  were  "being  collected. 

HOUSING 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  dealing  with  various  areas 
for  slum  clearance  and  a  scheme  (at  Weston  Lane)  is  "being 
prepared  for  the  re-housing  of  those  displaced. 

FACTORIES 

63  factories  are  on  the  register  and  41  inspections  were 
rn^de.  Sanitary  conveniences  were  found  to  "be  insufficient  in  two 
cases.  These  defects  were  remedied  after  written  preliminary 
notices.  No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  "be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

1  r  t 

F . T  o  Hunt 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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